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winoed that everything indicated that the
memage was genuine.

80 much for how the news was received. The
qQuestion of the genuineness of the message
opens up an almost endless fleld of speculation,
and it would be impossible to give all the
opinions, the doubts, the fears, the hopes and
the theories expressed in Government olrcles
to-day. Bome of these are fanbiful, some
reasonable, others ingenious. The reasons
advanced by the doubters to show that the
message did not come from Conger are met
by those who belleve In its genuineness
with the assertion that a majority of the proof
that it came from the American Minister is
on their side. To dissect these various
opinions and to show whather they are worthy
of notioe or not is not within the ability of any
man of intelligence. Itis therefore hardly worth
wihile to enter into a discussion of the scorea of
suggestions that have been made in and about
the Btate, War and Navy buildings to-day, and
this despatoh will be confined to an exposition
of the views of those officlals who are best
qualified to discuss the matter, with partioular
pefarence to the points that have been estab-
Mabed and thoee that are doubtful.

In the first place, the despatch signed “'Con-
@or' was without doubt forwarded by the
Governor of Bhantung to the Taotal of Shang-
bal, who ssutitin turn to Minister Wu. Any
sugpldion of duplicity on the part of Minister
Wa aad the Taotal of Shanghal must fall to the

pd, for Consul Fowler's telegraphs from
that the Governor of Shantung had in-
formed him that a cipher message from Minis-
9 Oonger had been recelved by the Governor
fyom the Tsung-li-Yamen in Pekin. Should
# be shown that the Conger message
Wa8 not eent from Pekin, the Governor
of Sbantung must be held responsible
fomhe duplicity. He has ofolally stated that
despatob came to him from the Tsung-li-
and he cannot go back of that state-
The geographical ndvantage possessed
Governor of Shantung for communioa-
with Pekin, makes him the person to
o Tsung-li-Yamen would naturally send
mpofficial message to be transmitted abroad or to
‘other parts of China. It therefore appears that
‘&dﬂnor of Shantung would be the chan-
el of communioation between his Government
smodthereat of the world, and, that if the message
Wanotod by him, he had reasons which
homan oan fathom for incurring the wrath of
of the United States and, perhaps, of the
#Cidnese Government.

19 has been asked many times to-day whether

the olpher message signed "'Conger’ answered
the question contained in the cipher message
witioh the Becretary of State sent to the Ameri-
©oan Minister at Pekin on July 11. Becretary
Hay eays that it did. He declines, however, to
{make public the text of the telegram to Minis-
‘Ser Oonger, for the reason that it would afford
the opportunity for an Insight into the
wecret telegraphic ovde of the State Depart-
ment. While THRBUN reporter Is unable to
give the exact text of the Secretary’s despateh
be has been informed, practically in the words
used by Mr. Hay, of what it contained, and for
the purpose of permitting comparison between
inquiry and anawer his understanding of its
oontents is given in taxtual form, without any
claim that it {s strictly correct, as follows:

“Send tidings of your condition. You may
trust the bearer.”

The answer, signed Conger, “in the British
legation,” fits in pert. tly with the request for
fnformation as to the condition of the American
Minister. It is worthy of aote that the Conger
despatoh is confined to answering the direction
of the Becretary of State. The statement should
not be omitted that the State Department's
textual version of Mr. Conger's mes-age is not
in the exact form in which It was written In
cipher symbols. The sent2nces were transposed
for the purpose of protecting the Department’s
aipher, but the language of the despatch Is pre-
served.

But Is the Conger message genuine? Did Mr.
Conger write it?> Why, if he has been per-
mitted to communicate with his Government,
have not other Ministers at Pekin been per-
mitted to communicate with their (iovern-
menta? Isit not reasonable to suppose that the
message isan old one flied by Mr. Conger some
time ago, and held back by the Chinese authori-
tles? Could not Chinese officials have forged
the measage through possessing the State De-
partment’s code? 1Ia it not reasonable to sup-
pose that the cod® book wis taken by Chinesa
from the American legation when Mr. Conger
fled for safety to the British legation? Does it
not seem improbable 1iiat un 2nswer could have
been returned in #o short a time?

These are the questions that have been asked
to-day and discussed by oflicials and the vis-
{tors who thronged the corridors of the State,
War and Navy Building after news that an
answer to Becretary Hay's message had
become generaly known. Nearly every-
body, Including most of those who ad-
here to the belief that the message Is
absolutely genuine, admits that these questions
are fair, and an attempt will therefore be made
to answer them in the light of the explanations
made by men whose opinions are of value. To
get such opintons THE SUN reporter talked with
Becretary Hay, Secretary Long and many other
officials.

Qenerally Mr. Hav regards the cipher mes-
sage as genuine, He confesses that the doubts
ralsed are in some cases worthy of considera-
tion, but he cannot bring himself to believe
that there has been forgery orduplicity. His
confidence is all the more significant, be-
oause he had heretofore lost all hepe that
Minister Conger and the other forvigners in Pe-
kin were allve. Now he helieves that they were
alive on July 18 for he accepts that as the
Pekin date of the message It was so indi-
cated In the messace from Consul-Genoral
Goodnow and plainly stated in the telegram of
the Governor of Shantung to Consul Fowler
The ofMolals here do not believa that the date
given Is intended to be understood as of the
Chinese calendar, which would be July 14 inthe
Qregorian calendar 4

*] am noteso old as to believe that 1 cannot
be fooled,” said Mr Hay, 'but unless you are
prepared to admit supethinman ingenuity and

lous mendacity on the part of the
hinese, the message must be accepled as

genuine
R 1}

uperhuman Ingenuity refars to the ability of
.tho&:rnm official~ 1o write a message {n the

te Department cipher. Marvellous mendac-
cl explainsg itsell. Mr. Hay admits the possi-
ity of Chinese possession of the Department's

secret code, but he does not regard this
likely. He la< faith in Minister Wu
ng-fang's honesty and In his nlnl»({' to
fnis-

oarry out hlngronnw!n et amessage 1o M
er. Summing up the Sacretary’s opin-

, it is that he requrds the messige as genuine
use it came n the secret code of the State
partment, because it answered the Secre-

‘s inguiry properly. because it contained

] ormnt?on that reflects serously on  the
inese Government and not in its favor, be-
cause (t urges that rellef be sent, and genernlly
use it

. Hay huas respect
raised, but he regards these a- not outweighing
the polnu {ndioating that the message is gen-
L

ecretary Root and Secretary long, while
having regard for the reasonallen:ss of the
ints raised against the genuineness of the
atch, agree practic dly with Secretary Hay

that it appears (o be wenuine. Mr. Long Is, if
anything, more emphatic in his belief in the
authenticity of the message than is Mr. Hay
To nsider the message from every stand-
point. the first queation that naturally suggests
taelf is whether there is anything to show that
t came from Pekin.  We muat accept the word
of the Governor of Shantung for that He
ys that {t came from the Tsung-li-Yamen

{ he forged it, he must be possessed of the
Btate Department's code book. He has im-

sumed the responsibility for the statement that
it came to him from Pekin by a courier That
{s all the evidence there 18 on that point

Could the message have been forged? The

cipher experts of the Niate Depariment, n-
cludipg Assistant Secretary Adee, sav not un-
less the ('hinesa pca<ems the code hook

ars the earmaris of autt entieity. |
for the honest donbta |

i

I'here |

are nearly 100,000 ﬂf‘lul ols in that book, and It |

would be impossible for anybhody to vrite a

essage in the cod+ with ut having the hook
glofon them. Isthere any poss bility that the
Chinese possesa the code book? Yes, and it
might be addea that it is not beyond the runge
of probability that they do. These are offi-

o opinions, no' mere corridor talk
Of coyrse nobedv knows whather M
Conger's code book WAS found 1

the Chinese when he fled (rom the burning

American legation, and it s bardly worth wiie
ting on that point Bt i possessed o
Eoot:«bnok. could they have used it properly
LW NE sUCh a 1 essace o8 they sent tos
day?, Itisadmitted that &  cipher  expert
ul and the Chinese  forelgn  of-
& an  cipher experts I'his shows that
possession of the code book was all that
«Wa8 necessa'v o lorge a4 message, although

I

wb Mr. Couclr the -Imm: :rwt
rary system of symbol arrangemen
ﬁ:n{l uz“. been known to & I;")odv ontside
the State Department or the American le-
gation in Pekin, The imvortant admis-
sion was obtained by TuE SUN reporter
that it would not be surprising If
the Chinese Government had a oopy
of the Rtate Department's code. A copy of the
o was sold outright to a forelgn Giovern-
ment some years ago Other forelgn Govern-
ments were suspected of having copiesof it
Not long ago a new code was made on account
of these discoveries. Whether any forelgn
(Jovernment has & copy of that is not known
here. And here the speculation in this connee-
tion must end, \

Whatye regarded by most of the doubters as
the greatest point of importance I8 covered by
the question: Is the Conger telegram an
old mesrage written by the Minister and
held by the Chinese Government? The
officials  admit that this is not un unreason-
able suppositfon, but it is pointed cut at
the State Department that the question
necessarily involves the theory that the (*hinese
the State Department cipher code. It

0N
s hardly probable, they say, that if the Chinese
officials desired to decelve the United States

they would have sent an old cipher message of
Minister Conger’s without knowing its contents,
on the chance that it answered that sent by
Secretary Hay on July 11, The possibilities for
& digcovery of the dupllcity are oo great, the
official says

One of those who belleves that everything
points to the authenticity of the message,
calls attention to the statement of the Tsung-
li-Yamen that '‘the Secretary of State's
telagram’ of July 11 “‘has been handed to
Minister Conger,” and that "Lerewith Ministar
Conger's reply to the Secratary of State, which
Pleuo forward.”’ To belleve that the message
s not genuine js to put the Tsung-ll-Yamen
in the attitude of deceiving the United
States; In other words, of performing an
act toward a friendly Government which
would be just cause for a severance of
friendly relations at a timme when (hina needs
friends, and which might be a cause for war
between the United States and China if it wera
known that Minister Conger had been killed
when the message was sent. Should it be
found that the despatch purporting to have
been written by Minister Conger was dated
after his death, the Chinese Government would
P.nm- itself In the position of being responsible

r his murder.

Another important question asked of the offi-
clals was: “"Why did not%r. ‘onger put In his
message something to show that it was an
answer to Seoretary Hay's telegram of Juli'{ll.

or merely an old message?”’ Becretary Hay
told THE SCN reporter that there was no
word contalned in his telegram to Mr.

(Conger which could have been used by the
Minister to show that his answer was suthentic,
There was nothing in the Couger telegram of
to-day to indicate that Mr. Conger had receive.
Secretary Hay's telezram, and it s considerec
~omewhat strange that Mr. Conger would have
vmitted such aoknowledgement.

Most ot these questions have been asked by

those who doubt the genuineness of the
Conger despatch. Those who maintain,
or rather think, _that it Is authentio,

for there Is no official here who will not
admit that there are poseibilities of decep-
tion involved, have devoted themsalves to
explaining thelr views to the daubters. But
they, too, have raised a point. Would the
Chinese Government have forged such a
message as that received to-day? Would Prince
‘luan or those opposed to the Chinese Govern-

ment's supposed desire to protect the
Ministers have forged such a l‘lmﬂl'? of
ecourse answers to these questions must be

based on the supposition that the code book
of the State Department was posseased by the
Chinese. In the first place, Minister Conger is
tiade to say that he 1A in the British legation,
whieh is being bombarded continuously by
Chinese troops. That acquits the Chinese Gov-

ernment of duplicity, say those who hold
that the meesage is genulne. It would
not  have  salc that  Chinese  troops

were doing the bombarding, they contend; it
would have used some such word as Boxers
rebels or ravolters in describing those engage
in  attacking the British legation. Then
Minister Conger s made to say that
‘quick  relie’  only ean Frevnm &eneral
massacre.’” Would either the Chinesej Gov-
ernment or the Tuan party have sent such an
appeal as that, if either were engaged in the
attempt to kill the legationers? Hardly, say
the truthful ones. That is an appeal for help
and would brine ¢n army of forei@ners to the
gates of Pekin {n a very short time. If the
Chinese Government {8 desirous of preserving
the lives of the foreigners, it would not, they
hold, act deceftfully toward the United States,
the only nation that did not participate in the
bombardment of the Chinese forts at Taku.
With luan wanting to Sul the legationers,
would he have forged a despatch that would
bring relief to those he sought to destroy and
destruction to himself?

Summing up the opinfon of the men
who repres'nt the Government and who
help the President deffme ita policy, the

preponderance is in favor of the genuineness
of the Conger despatch. They acknowledge
that they may be wrong in thinking as thay
do; thev say that they accept the message as
autheutic with some reservations; they respect
the motives of those who question its trust-
worthiness, but, taking it all in all, they hold
that the pointas of belief outweigli the points
of doubt, and say they will act on that line,
Among the foreign legations the Conger
message i< pretty generally viewed with sus-
siclon, although the question of its genuineness
8 being discussed by the diplomats pro and
con. If any one opinion may be said to pre-
vall among the limited number of members of
the Diplomatic Corps who are here now, it (s
that any message that has paased through the
hands of Chinese officials should be taken with
ullowances
WThe contents off Mr. Conger’s message were
transmitted to every American Ambassador
and Minister in Europe and to the Minister in
Japan, with instructions to lay the despatch be-
fore the Governments to which they are ac-
credited.

MINISTER WU EXULTANT.

He Is Sure That the Message He Obtained
From Minister Conger Is Genulne,

WasHINGTON, July 20 -Wu Tiog-fang, the
Chinese Minister, was in a state of exultation
when he returned to the ('hinese Tegation after
leaving the message from Minister Conger with
Secretary Hay. Minister Wu has been insistent
from the first that Minieter Congzer was safe.
Heraid to a reporterof THESUN:

"“To show Secretary Hay my message as it
originally came to me and was translated here
at the legation I took with me my code, so
that the Secretary of State eculd have no doubt
as to what my message was. Of course I could
not know wuntil the State Department had
translated the message from Minister Conger
by its own cipher what his message contained,
but 1 wanted to assure Secretary Hay of the
source of my mes-age asking me to forward
Conger's message to him."" My message
came by way of the Shanghal Tao-
tal, and the telegraph company has been asked
to repeat it <o that one or two obscure or omfit-
ted words may be verified. These words are not
imyportant. The faot that the message from
Minister Conger came in the State Department
cipher is the ropain thing. Now we know that he
was allve on July 18. We know that he was not
safe by any means, but alive. The thing now
is to go to the rescue

“I am much mun&" to have baci able to get
this reply so soon to Secretary’s Hay's cipher
message sent a week ago to Minister Conger.
When the edict was recelved a week ago Wed-

nesday Secretary Hay asked me if I was will-
ing to try to get 4 message through to Mr.
Conger L repliad that I would do everything
in mv powsr to do 0.  But I said to the Seere-
tary that there would be no use, perha; s, in
my sending a message to the Amerlioan Minis-
ter. \When (it reache 1 him he would likely ask:
‘Who are vou? “Who is he? He might
have thought that I was an agent of
the Boxers and made no reply. 8o |
suggested that the safe way would be for e to
forward a State Departient cipher me-gage,
which Minister Conger would know came direct
from his Government and could not come trom
any one elss This I did for Secretary Hay,

and the whole cirele 18 complete, showing the |

colirse the mes-age took from your Secretary
of State throngh me to Pekin and to vour Min-
‘wter, and the course his niessage took In reach-
ing Secretary Hay.

“Those who wonld impeach all of the Chinese
on account of the wrongdoing of =ome of them
cannot now, it seems to me, have any doubt
that I have done my best and that | am anxions
to sarve your Government to the utmost of
my ability during these unfortunate troubles in
China. Some people wounld impeach that grand
old man, Ii Hung Chang, who has left Canton,
where he was periectly safe, and rigked his life
in his old age by procesding to Pekin to do
what he can (o save the forei@ners there ?lo 13
a progressive man, and better known by the
civilized world than any other Chinaman: yet
when trouble ¢ mes some people doubt him

“I have asked that judgment be withheld
until we could get deflnite information as to
the attitude of the leaders of the recognized
Chinese Government. 1 think this messaxe
to-day will be an object lesson to those people
in Earope and in this country who have
thonght avil of the Chinese authorities, ‘Lhis
Government har treated ne with highest
consideration. | do not believe that the Ger-
man Government has forbidden my colleagne
sending

olpher messages, because re-
ceived one from him three days ago
See how  sueh  aetion would have  af-

fected me had veur Government aken such
astep. It would have prevented my sendi' g
throngh mpessages to keep in toueh with affairs
so far us I have been able, and no course would
have Leen open forme to have forwarded Sec-
retary Hav's message | deeply appreciate the
consideration that has been shown ma by the
State Depar'ment and the United States Gove
enment durgig these tryin times

""As to the fact that Minister Conger's mes-
sage doss not eontain, in itself, a date, I think
the message received by me {s enough to satisry
all that Minister Conger was alive on July 18,
Tam tukiog further steps to get in communica-

PR R

INSISTS THE ENVOYS ARE ALIVE,

The Govermor of Shantung Cltes as Proef
Minister Conger's Message.
Speelal Cadle Deapaiches to THR SUN,

Loxpon, July 20 Sir Chih-Chen Lo-Feng-
Lub, the Chinese Minister here, received at
2:30 o'clock this afternoon the following mes-
sage from the Governor of Shanghal:

““I'he Governor of Shantung wires that a o de
telegram from Conger, United States Minister
at Pekin, bearing date 22d of Sixth Moon (July
18), has just passed the station for Wash-
fngton. This plainly shows that all the Min-
isters and other Furopeans are alive. Please
send this news to the Ministers at other
courta.’’

The First Becretary of the Chinese legation
in an interview to-d1y declared that news had
been received from Pekin, but that it was pri-
vate and he was unable to disclose it yet. Mr.
Conger's message was a portion of this news
und he said it might be taken as true and as
coming direot from Pekin. He was unable
to say why the other Ministers in Pekin
were unable to communicate with thelr
governments. He did not know
whether direct telegraphic ocommunication
with Pekin had been redstablished, but
had no doubt the channel used by Mr. Conger
was open to the other Ministers. Perhaps e
supreme effort had been made in the case of
Mr. Conger's message. Very likely the Chinese
do not realize the anxiety of Europe for direct
communication with the Ministers.

BRrussELS, July 20 —THE BUN'S ocorrespond-
ent can state positively that the Belgian For-
elgn OMoce atill discredita the stories of the
massacre of foreigners at Pekin.

PIRATES ACTIVE AT CANTON.

Outrages Follow the Departure of Viceroy Li
Hang Chang for Pekia.
Special Cadle D hes to THER SUN.

LoNDON, July 20.—A despatoh to the Central
News from Hong Kong, dated July 19,7:38 P. M.,
says that the riotousspirit which it was pre=
dicted would show itself in Canton on Viceroy
11 Hung Chang's departure has already heen
manifested. Pirates are infesting the dver,
and yesterday they seized a Hong Kong pas-
senger launch and forced the passengers, who
were mostly Chinese girls, to go aboard the
pirate jJunk. Then they stripped the launch
and proceeded to Canton,

Pirates at Kanichuk robbed the passengers of
another launch of $13,000. Two ¥rench gun-
boats have landed 300 Annamese soldiers to
protect Chamien, a suburb of Canton.

Hoxa Koxa, July 20.—Advices from Canton
are to the effect that all the Tartar troops have
been moved to the Bogue and other outer forts,
Some Black Fiags have moved to the Tartar
General's yamen. Three thousand others, with
their chlef, are at the Intrenched camp, with
artillery. From 7.000 to 10,000 men have moved
elsewhere. Canton itself is quiet.

MISSIONARIES REPORTED SAPB.

Arrival at Viadivostock of a Party of Twelve
Who Escaped From China.
Special Cable Despaiches to THR SUN.

BrLrAST, July 20.—A cable dispatch has been
received here announcing the safe arrival at
Vladivostock of the mnissionaried who were sta=
tioned at Kirul, Kwang and Chungtzu, China.
Itis believed that these missionaries, Scotch,
English and Irish, are twelve In number. No
detaiis of their escape from China are given.

LoxpoN, July 20.--The China Inland Misalon
has received reassuring oable dispatohes in re-
gard to the Chungkung and Kiukiana missions
Everything was quiet at these places yesterday.

TROOPS COMING FROM CUBA.

Orders Sent to the First Infantry to Be Ready
to Embark in Ten Days.
Special Cable Despateh to THR SUN.

Havana, July 20--In acoordance with in-
structions from Governor General Wood,
T4eut.-Col. Beott, Assistant Adjutant-General,
has ordered tha First Infantry, now stationed
at Guanajay and Pinar del Rio, to be ready to
embark in ten days. A troop of the SBeventh
Cavalry has been ordered to go to Guanajay
to take the place of the Tenth Calvary.

SHANGUAI CONSIDERED BSAFPE.

Recent Movements of Warships Show That an
Attack Was Feared.
Special Cable Despateh to THE SUN,

BHANOHAL July 19.—Customs officers started
for Wenchau to-night. Thelr safety is guaran-
teed by the Taotal. Tha recent movements of
warships show that danger was apprehended.
Shanghali is now considered to be safe.

THESE MISSIONARIES SAFE.

Presbyterians Leave Chefoo for Corea and
Japan,

For the first time sinoe June definite news
was recelved yestarday by the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions from one of ita rep-
resentatives in the Shantung province. During
the past ten days numerous despatches have
been forwarded to the Presbyterian mission at
Chefoo, asking for definite news concerning the
gituation in the province, and in reply to one
of these despatches the Rev., W. O. Elterich
cabled as follows from Chefoo:

“Christians  bitterly persecuted. Official
proclamation demands recant. Missionaries
Chefoo, Tsing-ku, Corea, Japan. Awalting
developments. Consul indorses.”

Rev. Arthur J. Brown, Secretary of the Pres-
byterian board, sald that the cablegram con-
firmed the reports of Chinese uprisings against
the Christians in Shantung and also the report
that the Governor of the province had issued
an official proclamation demanding that native
Christians renounce their religion. The board
{nterprets the despatch to mean that the sixty
or more Presbyterian missionaries, together
with their native heipers, have escaped from
the districta in Fast and Weat Shantung and
taken refuge in Corea and Japan, This action
on the part of the missionaries was indorsed by
the American Consul, Hon. John Fowler, at
Chefoo. A cable blunder is noted in the spell-
ing of Tsing-ku. What was undoubtedly
meant was Tsing-tan,

Dr. Brown said: “While it is encouraging, so

far as the safety of our missionary force {s con-
cerned, it hrinf{" depreasi suggestions re-

arding native Christidns, who are now doubt-
t--u left to the violence of the moba, The cable
contnined no information In regard to what
effort had been made to protect the mission
property, which, besides the churches, includes
achools and hospitals having a value of sev-
eral hundred thousands of dollars. In all
probability this property has been destroyed.’

In accordance with a vote of the I’re-f))y'e-
rian board passed Thuraday, the following
cablegrain was forwarded yesterday to the
missions at Tsing-tan, Shanghal, Chefoo, Can-
ton and Kiung-chow

“Warn all missionaries to avold risk. Keep
in reach of steamers. Board gives full discre-
tion to remove to accessible stations or to go
to Shanghal or Japan if peril becomes immi-
nent”

A despatch was also received by the board
yvesterdav from David J. Hills, Assistant Sec-
retary of State, Washington, ®iving informa-
tion of the message received from Minister
Conger At all the different denominational
boards of foreign missions in the city the sup-
posed message from Minister Conger came as
a great relief and has given renewed hope for
the safety of the missionaries at Pekin.

Believing that the native Christians taking
refuge at Chefoo are in need of ald, the Pre-oy-
terian Board cabled an order for 8500, th@gqift
of a Westernman, to the Rev. Hunter Corbett at
(hefoo, to be expended as he saw fitin relieving
the native refugees, It s very doubtful whether
Mr Corbett will receive the cablegram, for
later in the day the despatch from the Rev
W. O Eltenich was received announcing the
departure of missionaries at (hefoo.

fnvrwlm‘d anxiety i= being felt by the Metho-
dist Board of Migsions as to the safety of their
missionaries,  Yesterday u cablegram  was
gont to the Rev. Frederick Brown at Chefoo,
asking him to give the location of all the Metho-
dist missionaries

Atnong recent letters received from China by
the Presbyterian Board is one from Mrs. Chars
lotte M Jewell, rissionary at Tien=Tsin, dated
May 30, It rn:rvmnml reports of the Boxers
having killed mdany native Roman atholios
nnd some Protegtants and rumors of the death
of eight Chiristian women and children at one
of the outlying stations. Mrs. Jewell wrote
that “the manner of their deat® was pecullarly
atrocious, they hawing been ,.ished wunder
water until life was extinet”

Uneeda Quartet

Four members of the Uneeda family

are now ready to delight and satisfy you
on every occasion where something
substantial, healthful, and delicious is
needed. Ask for any one of them and you
are sure to get the best of baking.

Fﬁ

Now there are
four of them

Uneeda Biscuit
Uneeda
Jinjer Wayfer
Uneeda

Milk Biscuit
Uneeda

Graham Wafer

———emn

VISITED CHINA'S RULERS.|

MRS. CONGER'S INPRESSIONS OF THE
EMPRESS DOWAGER.

An Account by the Wife of the American

Minister of a Vieit to the Feorbidden City

at Pekin--Cordiality Shewn by the Em-

presa—Wonders eof the Chinese Court.

Dzs Moines, Ia, July 20.--Mrs. Conger, wife
of Major Edwin H. Conger, United Btates Min~
ister to China, desoribed in a letter written toa
friend here the visit made by her and the wives
of the other foreign Ministers at Pekin to the
Empress Dowager last winter. She says:

‘“There is one more thing I must tell you
about, becsuse I think you will see much in it.
It is of a visit that the foreign Ministers’ wives
made to the Empress Dowager. It is stated,
and said to be true, that she had never seen a
forelgn woman and that a foreign woman had
never seen her The idea was conceived that
the Empreas Dowager be asked that she allow
an audience to the seven foreign Ministers’
wives, They wished to pay their compliments
to her on her sixty-fourth birthday. The audi-
ence was granted after some delay, and Dec. 13
was decided upon.
8''At 10:30 mounted escorts, sent by the Yamen,
went toeach legation and escorted the ladies
to the British lagation, Lady MacDonald being
doyenne. FEach lady was in a sedan chair,
having five chairbearers and two mounted
maffoos. From the British legation we started
at 11 o'clock for the Forbidden City to see the
Empress Dowager. Can you see the picture?
Seven chairs with five bearers and two maffoos
eabh, and from ffty to sixty mounted Chinese
escorts sent by the Yamen!

‘“When we reached the gate of the Forbidden
City we nad to leave our chairs, bearers, maf-
foos, escorts all. Inside the gate were seven
red upholstered chaira in a line, with six bearers
each and many escorts on foot. We were taken
to another gate, where, inside, we found a fine
railroad coach, given by France. We entered
this fine car, and many eunuchs, dressed in
blaok, pushed and hauled us to another stop-
ping place, where we were received by
many officials, offered tea, &o. This rallroad
passed through a beautiful olty, clean and
imperial. After tea serving we were
escorted to the palace. Our heavy garments
were taken and we were ushered into the
resence of the Emperorand l-lmJ)uu Dowager.
'@ stood aocording to rank and bowed, ur
first intarpreter presented each lady to Prince
Ching, and he, in tq{n. presentad us to the
Empress Dowager. E:r Lady Mu‘l)o!)‘gld
read a littlo specch in behalf of the ladies. he
Empress Dowager responded through Prince
(Ching. Another bow on our part, hen each
lady was escorted to the throne where she
bowed and couyrtesied to the Emperor, who
reached out hln%nnd to each. Then a bow and
colmanz to the Empress Dowager. She reached
out both hands and we stepped forward to her.
Bhe took both of ours, then placed upon the
tinger of each lady a beautiful heavy chased
gold Chinese ring, set with a very large, fine

pearl.

“After thanking her we backed from the
throne and took our places below as before,
From here we were escorted by many, many,
richlydressed, highly painted, decorated young
Chinese women and Chinese officials to the ban-
quet hall, where a large table was filled to over-

owing with Chinese and European foud,
Prince Ching, Princess (hing and five other
incesses sut at the table with us, The
mpre-s Dowager and Princess Ching were
dressed In most exquisitely embroidered rich
satins and silks, with large pearl de corations,

“They were not painted and their halr was
not extended to the extreme. The young
princesses were beautifully and carefully
dressed in rich, fine, embroidered satins in
bright colors 'may had painted faces, hair ex-
tended and elaborately ornamented, and had
long mold finger protectors. They were
pictures. ‘U'he Eippress Dowager and all of her
court have large feet. They are Manchurians.
The binding of feet hl(wm? ita nopularity
among the highest classes. Everywhere with
us wers Chinese (nterpreters, who spoke
English and French well.

*Alter this meal we were invited Into other
rooms and offerad oigarettes and tea. The
table was cleared away and we were invited
tnto the hall again. I'nere sat the Empress
Dowager, and we gathersd about her as belore
She seemed bright and happy. Her face was
aglow with good will There was no truce of
cryslty te be seen. In simple expressions she
welcomed us, but her actions were full of free-
dom and warmto. She arose and wished us
well. She reached both hands toward cach
lady, and then to herself, and said, with much
enthusiastic earnestness

“*One family, all one family.’

“Everything she said was in Chinese. She
presented to each lady the Empre-s, the Eme

ror's wife, who gave her hand t)each. The

mpress is young and what is called a beautiful
(‘h‘lnonz worrmhn. She wore the decorations,
paint, &o., of the yvoung women,

**The Empress Dowager bade each lady good-

by and then went to the theatre, WeRsoon
followed with our large and beautiful escorts,
and listened to and saw a Chipese theatrs at
fts very best, After about one hour's stay, in-
terpreters expla ning the plays and tea being
served all the while, we were escorted back to
the banquet hall and seated as before at a
loaded table of much food. Again we were
taken to other rooms and the tables cleared
away. Onee more we were parmitted to see the
Emoress Dowager. Sha was very cordigl apd
when tea was passed o us she stepped forward
and tipped each cup of tea to her own lips. She
took a 8ip, then lifted the cup on the other side
to our lips and aid again

" *One family, all one family *

“Here she presonted us more baautiful gifts,
all alike, After this wonderful dream duy, so
very unreal even to the -eeming, we rnvh»d
home at 5 o'clock In these foreign ¢oun=

tries Americans and Foglish are almost,
it not quite, one people t Is  often,
very often, said by the Fnglish, Amer-
feans and other foreign countries that Eng=-

lish and Americans are all the same  Only
think, China after eenturies and centuries of
looked doors has now opened them a littla. No
forelgn woman ever saw the rulers of China
before, and no Chinese ruler ever saw a foreign
woman before. Think of this: English was the
first language spoken to them by foreign
wormen, i‘x,zlhh 1% the commercial language of
China, and woren lJnk English into the For-
bidden City and to tnhe very throne of China,
and gave itin an English woman's thought.

"My first boy tried to impress upon me what
a great thing had come into my lile in this visit
toroyally. He said: ‘Madame, much grand thing
came to you. Emperor came down from
heaven. No foreign lady see him; few China-
men, He came down from heaven, You very
blest," He upencd his eyes, rolled them up,
shook his head and pointed up to impress upon

me the great honor and blessing we had
recelved
“To him it waa all to sea the Emperor,

little or nothing to sea the Empress Dowager
She isa woman.  The Emperor is sacred 1o the
Chinese. He is walled in his eity and 18 not to be
g0en by his subjec's, nor (s he to sea them, He
learns\nothing of his country or countrymen by
obseryntion or experience. How ocan this
Jrupife grow in strength and glory in such
ondage? Everything about thisChina is made
up of the seeming improbable, It is the ex-
treme of all we can dream. While our Igved
thoughts often turn homeward, on the whole
we are gatting nmiuch value out of China and |
predict that through good cheer and good
will we may not come away with any feel-
ings of rerret in ourselves or others that have
come to this far off land. Mr. Conger's labors
inorease as new questions keep coming up to
be met."

M'KINLEY BACK IN CANTON.

His Pleasure Over the News From Conger
~Had Believed Conger Was Safe.

CANTON, Obhio, July 20, — Had President
McKinley allowed himself to be interviewed
Jjust after he read the message from Minlster
Conger at the Pennsvivania station this morn-
ing he probably would have said “I told you

50." It |8 well known that President McKinley

has never abandoned hope that Minister Conger
at least and probably the other Ministers would
escape massacre and ultimately be reseuad
He has so expressed him=el{ to friends and to sey-
eral persons who have called to talk over the
Fastern ~ituation with him As he expressed
it to John Barret, former [ nited States Minis-
ter to S, several weeks ago, he felt that the
Minister of the Unied States npght escape evey
though others perished, because ot the very
close and cordial relations long existing be-
tween the two countries and China's knowl-
edie that the United States was not seeking
territory in the Lmpire

These Lhopes were not entirely dispelled the
other day when the unofffeial reports seemed
most conclusive and the President wont toWash-
ingon 1o go over the situation with the jmem-
bers of his oMeial family.  But while the Pres-
fdent did not express hims=elf i words to be
quoted, he made no effort to cancenl his grati-
t’u,mnn over the news= and gave no indis ation
of doubt of the trustworthiness of the despatch

That there (s some justification for the Prejs-
dent believing that the representative of the
United States wilght escape even though the

representatives of other countries mizint perish
js shown by the consideration given o this
country by the Chinese offlcials in efforts 1o
secure Light on the sitnation. This has bheen

Hlustrated several times lately, but more espe-

cinlly by the message received from Conger
to=day While all of the powers wera ox-
erting every effort to &er the information
Secretary Hav was the first to suceeed, and
&0 far as now known hera the only one to sye.
l"‘!‘l’

The President returned 1o Canton  about

10 o'clock this morning expect g 1o continte

hix vacation here for some e He came
on a regular train, travelling o a special car,
and his own earriage met hioe at the station

For once he made the trip 1o his home without

band or escort ecommmittes Both press and
ool despatches were handed hin at the
station and other despatches and official doen-
ments awaited him at the house. They must
have been all favornble in tone, however, for
he was soon out for a country road drive with

Mrs, MeKinley.,

The callers seemed to have well timed his
return, for they were much in evidence all
day. They were for the moat part merely
people who wanted to shake hands, and they
came in small parties and one by one,

e et - - T

A CUP OF TEA COSTS MORE. |;

TURMOIL IN CHINA HAS RAISED
PRICES THREE CENTS A POUND.

Wholesale Dealers Have Laid in a Large Stock,
but Only the First Pickings of the Crop
Have Arrived—A Tea Merchant Who
Takes No Stock in the Conger Despatch.

The turmofl in China has already had fits
effect upon the tea market. On the early
tidings of the serions troubles in China, three
weeks ago, the total stock of tea in this country
amounted to about 28,000,000 pounds. The
first plekings of this year's crop, those made
early in June, were on the ocean, but this
amonnted to only a very limited supply, the
heaviest shipments from China heing made in
July, August, Beptember, October, and early
November, by which last time the crop for the
year i= all aboard ship and on ite way to its
destination.

Thus when the reports of the Chinese trou-
bles began to take serious form and the outlook
there became more and more dark the wholesale
tea dealers in this country began to see the ad-
visability of laying in a good stock. They
began three weeks ago to make lieavy pur-
chases of the Front street importers and the
tea trade became the briskest it has been for
yvears. The consequence of this was a general
but not heavy advance of prices. At this mo-
ment there is an average increase on all grades
of tea of about three cents a pound over the
prices that ruled three weeks ago. The whole-
sale dealers are now pretty well stocked up
and the retailers are at present in the market
and buying freely. The tea Importers estimate
roughly that there are between 400,000 and
50,000 retall dealers in the country and if they
all were to increase their orders by even two
packuges on the average over their usual pur-
chases it would niean a very heavy increase of
total sales say 800,000 to 1,000,000 packages.
The packages average forty pounds, so that
the total increase in seles in pounds on this
basis would be from 32,000,000 to 40,000,000~
in other words more than the entira amount of
ten there was estimated to have been in the
country when the rapid buying began three
woeks Aago. .

Speaking of the situation in China, Its prob-
able future effect upon the tea market and the
recent advance in prices, Mr. Edwin ¥. Phelan,
head of the firm of George W, Lane & Co.,
and one of the best informed men in the coun-
try on the tea trade, said yesterday that there
was absolutely not a word of truth in the re-
port that the recent advance in the price of
tea was due to & combination of dealers,

There s no such combimation,” continued
Mr. Phelan, “and has not been. The increase
in the price of ten is due solely 1o the exitence
of a state of affairs thatispatent to everybody
The plain fact of the matter s that 1ea dealers
here i Americn are all ot sea. They Kknow
no more of what is actually going on i « hina
and can guess no more closely as 1o what the
ontcome will be than can the general news-
paper readmg public. My own opiion s
that not the =hghtest  reliance  cun e
placed upon anything that comes 1o this
country tromm lunese sources, Now | wn
personully  acqgunainted with the Chinese Ap-
bassador here and [ would not for a moment
suggest that he 1s in any way haplicated in
any deception that unfl.l be practised by Chin-
ese hote officinls should believe rather
he himself was deceived

“Yet with all that T have
in the genuineness of the
Mr Conger  announcing the safety of
the members of the legations which some
'wm].» are accepting to=day.  What | mean
)y that s that | do not regard the cable-
gram as reassuring concerning Mr. Conger's
satety 1o date or even up to the 8th
'l cablegram IS in the  Government
code, b= signed Conger and miay have beep,
written by Mr. Conger, but when was it written?
It hears no date It may very well have heen
written by Mr. Conger many days ago and held
up by the Chinese authorities, When our
Government demanded of the ¢ hinese Minister
that he get a cotnmunication from Mr. (¢ neer
inasmuch as he had =hown a cablegram |u|-.'
porting to come from s own Governiment
in Pekin, it is not at all nolikely that

Httle  faith
cablegram from

SO 1esa

sage from Mr. Conger that had been held up
was perimitted to go throug! Such ¢ thing s
gquite in Hne with Chinese methods,  This
However, 18 a mere surnise on iy part !

SO, in iy opinion, we know nest to nothing
about the netual condition of wafuirs in Ching
and hence can forn no opinion dpon what the
effect is going to be upon the tea market.  Our

own private adviees from Shangbai indicate
that there is 1o yery great apprehension there
and that the situntion ha~ not greatly offected
the tea trade.  The rebellion, or whatever it i
has not yet extinded to the =outh, where are
the great tea-growing provinese, [t remains
to be seen whether the Vieeroys of those prov.
inces are go| to side with the Boxers or not
If they do and Shanghai s attacked or block-
aded thers would be a serious effect 1pon the
tea market, beyond question, Shanghal {s

Uneeda
Milk Biscuit

the latest arrival, awaits you at the grocer’s. A daintier
morsel never known. An ideal summer food. The famous
air tight, moisture proof box, keeping them pure, sweet and
delicious, just as they left the baker.

NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY

th: great shipping port for the green and Congou

A,
The Congou tea is what we know as _the Bng~
lish breakfast tea. That is a name that is pes
culiar to this country. They would not kn
in England what you meant by it: still less wou
they know in China. The origin the
was accidental and peculfar. Some twenty=
{em ago a chap who hmedu littie
‘hatham street--now called Park Row--
New York, had the happy (dea of rutun A
in his window notifying the public tha
was to be had i»alh-muu nglish B
Ten." The sign attracted attention. omen
saw it and they sent thair hushands to the
ers in quest of “the aelicious English bncﬁ‘n?t
tea.”  There was no such thing in the et,
of course, but there was a demand for It the
demand was met. It hecame the custom to
call the Congou tea “English breakfast tea”
until now the name s generally adopted In the
trade. The peenliarity of the ten I8 that it is
a little more ferented than others, giving it
a sort of malty flavor which wormen somet
describe as “a herb taste.”
I'his tea and very great quantities of the
een tea came through Shanghai.  The natives
here and back in the tea (prn\ noes n&o‘m
oreig)ars t Is,

the “

osed to be friendly to ‘K‘
riendly as compared with the (| nese of the
north, and probably wonld be not so easily
led into the Boxer movement. (f course for
all we know the Chinese Government itself
may be involved in the moven'. But even
if that {8 the case it by no means follows that
the exportation of tea would be cut off. It
4, 80 {mportant a source of revenue to large
pumbers of people in China that eutting it
off would be sure to be strongly opposed. ‘s"nr
this reason I am inclined to take a somewhat
Lopeful view of the probability of Shanghai
escaping attack

“Only the first piekings. a very small fraction
of this vear's crop of tea. are now on the wa:
hara, Yot the wholesale dealers are all well
stocked up already, and if the full erop comes
on the market are pretiyv ant to he overstocked,
with a conseqguent reaction In prices as a very
strong probabulity,

“Summunrized the effect to date of the troubles
in China is that there have heen very heav:
tran=actions in tea within the past three weeks;
wholesalers are alwavs supplied and retailers
buving: tea has ndvanced on an average three
oents A pound through all the grades, and tea
dealers are all at sea a< to what the market is
to do in the future for the reason that, like
evervhody else. thev are all at ren as to what
the eonvulsion in (China reallv means.”

A member of the tea firm of Carter, Maocy
& Co said yesierday that prices of tea
were nearly as high a vear ago as thay are to-
day although to-day's prices on kome grades
might be 15 to 20 per cent. higher than the ex-
treme lowest prices recorded.  He said that one
difficulty of the situatfon in China now being
felt was the reluctance of purchasers to go
with money into the tea-growing dlnu-lof‘.
The purchases are made of the farmers direet,
the buyers carrving ailver bullion with them to
pay with. These purchasers do not like to
trust themselves in the country now with con-
siderable sums upon them and there {8 a cor-
responding relnetance of banks to lend money
to move the crops.  About one-hall our tea
the same dealer said, comes from China and
the other half from Japan. The Ceylon teas
cut no considerable figiire in our market,

Eighteen Christian Alllance Missionaries Safe,

Mr. F. K. Bell, agent of the Christian and
Misslonary  Alilance, received  vesterday a
cablegram from Rev 1 |, Hess, the missionary
in charge of the Alllance 1il<sion at Woochow,
The cabiegram was dat d, Macao, July 20 and
read, “All safe, inform friends.  Miss Cooney {8
UL Mr Belt said this reterred to all the Alll-
ance missionaries, elehteen in nur .b"r.Tn the

provinees of Hunne-tHsiand Kuan-Tung, com=
prismg the following

Provinee of Kunng-Hsl. Woochow--Rev. 1. L.
Hess and wite, e R 1 Govern Fruma Larson:
Tane-Hu, Rev P Henke, Miss M B, Doner.
Miss \gnes Cooney 4

Tung-"Tsun, J. R. ¢ -
hian Nun-Ling-Fu Rev M. L, lwndl._l‘*‘:!nlen
A Julffrev, Koel-te'ing, Rev. JE, Fee and wif:
Provines of Kun=-Tung Lo Teng, Rev
Christopherson Hev. H Howden. Macao, Miss
Alles Landis Miss Ethel Miller, Miss Carrie R
Preatioe, Miss Theodora Campbell, Rev. I, B,
Quick und wile. “The remalnder of the corps
under Hev Mr. Hess are on their way home.

Tennessee Plan to Ralse an Army Against
China.
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn  July 20.- Adfutant-Gen-
eral W O Liller of the Spanish American war vet-
erans, has written to the Secratary of War pre-

senting a projeet for furnishing an arm
of 30,000 troops in the event of war wl(h’(‘. ":'
He proposes that each commander of a dowb-

ment Cor State) be authorized to fur -
ment from the organization to be "f?V"T:;(::seff'
men who served inthe Spani<h-Amerioan War
with Gen, Willis J - flulings of Pennsylvania, the
commander of the Sparish-American war vet-
eruns, a8 the coi ps commander,

Recruits Want to Serve In China,

CINCINNATL, Ohio, July 20. Capt. Garrard of
the Cincinnati recruiting station for the Regu-
lar armv is dally re eiv

i 5 | Aoeiving applications for
servies i China. Many of the rectults when

they cannot ket a positive assurance that they

Will see servicw in_China refuse to eolist. Thi

week the local oMecr enlisted thirty - l‘n:'l‘l

;';: 1#: ll-uzht‘h Infantry, which will y te
st regi

the fir €iment to leave this cewatey for




